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n each life, the tame comes to kick
back a bit and enjoy what we've
built over the decades. For many

people. finding the perfect spot to

K EOWEE
MANORHOUSE

build takes months, if not vears.

For Bob and Carrol Black.

however. a providential read-through of
the Wall Street Journal led the couple to

their home site on Lake Keowes, SC,
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Then began the couple’s search for an
CONTRACTOR architect who would share their vision of

the perfect haven by the lake. Unreserved

Freen Mawnxy  Jay WEILAND

commitment  to 1[||.-|Jit:.. creativity, anl

collaboration were crucial for the I'l:_fh!

Capitalizsing on the peninsular lot with 180-degree views of Lake Keowee, natural materials, indigenous landscaping, and various decks and

terraces make this view as pleasing to look at as te look from.

designer. Still living in Philadelphia, Boly
and Carrol scheduled nine interviews with
potential architects. On the seventh one,
Neal-Prinee & Partners proved to be the
Blacks™ brass ring; they canceled the last
two interviews, confident that they’d

found their |.u'r'|'t'rl match.

“We've built five houses before this one.”
Bob said by way of explanation that for
their year-round retirement home, they
knew exactly what they wanted. “The hest
decision we made was zoing with Neal-
Prince, who recommended Caral Hamilion

and Maleolm Morgan, All were dedicated

to quality.” affirms Bob. “No one took
shortents and they  commumicated with

each other exceptionally well,”

“It’s I'unn?.'." Bob and Carrol laugh, “muosi
people downsize when they retire. We did the
opposite; we upsized!” With three children
and eight grandkids, space 1o entertain
guests Was a palamount consideration. Next
were eomnfort and a desive to bring their love
of the outdoors inside. In designing the house,
they wanted to capitalize on the peninsular
lot with its 180-degree views and 470 feet of
shoreline. The resulting 13000 square feci

under roof accomplished all zoals,
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(e o path from the moaster bhedroom’s private deck, stoil

enviromment, Wid-howse, an internal stair tower spans thre

Informal and impressive, the home is built on

a native feldstone base and foundation,

Fieldstone, with its handsome color, similar

to tree bark, is also wsed for retaining walls

on-site. “We wanted o use earthy materials

ICHITECTURE & DESIES

1o help the house look at peace with s
surronmidings,” states architect Robin Prinee
of Meal-Prinee & Parners, The Hardi siding
amd all cedar trim enhance the natral

UL LR e .=III|| e |4'J'n'| TS THTA TR

twere formed of lorge natwral granite stone, ds

el to Blend in acith the notural

'he comfortable. established rl'i'lirl_‘_’
welcomes guests at the gate, which i
stainless steel, sandblasted amd eovered
with lpe, a Brazilian hardwood that

1.1r';||hr|= lik |:||'i|q.|'r|u: :\il\l'l' oray I'he

Guests enter §

to mateh the four supporting columns, Beyond, high winde

striking cirele design in the gare s

echoed by the zentle curve over the

portico,  semi-circular  do amnid
circular windows of the house. Repeated

throughout the home, the circle theme is

pyer of Italian tile, which is wnder o Diriel

inspired by French and lralian villas and
complemented by arts and crafis
accents. Mullion panes forming a cross
within a ecircle design accomplish this

unigue look.

o thert connects the tieo wings of the house. The bridge ceiling is poneled in maple

s with views of the lake lend a rrmh*lrrfuuqu‘_ﬁ"i'.ra'rr_ﬂ' tor the greal room.

“The house was designed 1o fow in the
manner we like 0 live. The foor plan
highlights where we spend most of our time
and the way in which we like to entertain,’

|'_\|I|i|i||'- ‘ Nl ];i_l_l'll ]i'l.ill_: .'-FHII'I' |I||I'||"- Tin
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The large 18" x 26° enstom geometric wool rug aceenfghe roadpm-length ook peg Hlowr. Ti-rr::llr'-mh&rﬂ

beautifies the ceiling. The interior dicor blends o conforfing miv S woods aml fabieies that -'r--um-ib'ur.;ﬁr'-ﬁ'
it
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ereal room was designed to hove oo main seating areas around the fireplace and by the windows, Large comfortable pieces are movealle

SJor vase and flexibility when entertaining. The cherry wet bar was custom designed as a cabinet within a calbinet with double-hinged exterior

disors and dizsplay lighting thronghout.

decks or terraces for enjoyment of sunrises

and sunsets, the lake, and golf course,

The main levels entrance foyer fean
ltalian tile flooring. Four maple cohmmns
that are illuminated by lalian glass seonces

add drama. “The front door iz solid

mahogany, crafted entirely by hand in the
vmish tradition.” poimted out Ron Mack

from  Morean-Keefe Builders. From the

fover, two maple columns frame the vie of

the interior, Visitors look into the great room
anil Iu-yuml thires flosor-to-ceiling

windows 1o the lake

Interior designer Carol Hamilton, on the
project from day one, was critical in fine-
tuning the key elements of the he

from decorating to lighting 1o cabinetry
“We 1|:r||L inlo  aeeount I||-:' |'..I:II'II|II‘:I1I.
country, sophisticated. comfortable anid

I“:' 3-.|';|||' |'|:I||||!|:Ir|l'|ll.‘|- 1||. 1||1' h”“.""i'.
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Guest suites provide the luxurious feel of a Evropean inn. In this room, guests awake in a block-painted Tuscan bed with custom bedding. The

cathedral ceiling sitting area offers

closely with the team for two years from

their office in Charlotte — three hours

awav. “It was amazing what we were able
to  accomplish,” says Donlon. “We
installed Rutt cabinetry throughout the

entire house, Keeping with the overall

TB  Cagouns ARCHITECTURE S DEZICN

s af the lake.

plan of the house, we designed for
simple e ce. with enough detail
for interest, for function and
acsthetics. The siyle was beiween
traditional and contemporary. 1 call

it “transitional.””

Two basic looks were psed in the honse, A
tawny finish on maple with subile grey
highlights constituted cabinetry in the
kitchen., master bedroom, closer and
bathrooms. The other was ginger fmi-h

on cherry with onys detail. “The Blacks
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In the master sirilee, the r'ull::fr:r French bed with custom r:pfhrfsh'*i‘_‘r aned
bedding sits under a maple tongue-and-groove recessed ceiling with
indirect lighting. A fireploce, sitting area with beantiful views of the
lake. and private deck with o hot tub make this suite the exe

retreat of the Blocks,

wanted the depth and beauty of cherry,

bui without the reds.”™ commenis Donlon.
“This finish gave it sophistication.” This

ised in the cabinetry and wet bars in
the great room and game room and

throughout the entire library,

natural tones in the great room.,
interior designer Carol Hamilton worked

with the Blacks to achieve the




The dining area conbine

suited the setting. Tailored

upholstery add warmth and comfort.”

prevequisite for all the furniture in the
housze was that it had to be comfort:

and to wear very well,”

CaroLa ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN

simple interior lines with the beauty of the natural world outside.
Jireplace sheds o warm light on the distressed oak table with pecan finish by Goy Chaddock,

With two wings, the house was builh with
special areas for both the guests and  the
homeowners, “We live in the kitcchen, great
room, and master  bedroom—they're  the
rooms we nse the mosi ol says. Designed
for casy living, the main level of the house also
includes a sereened porch, kitchen, laundry

e, and formal powder room.

“The master suite is our haven,” shares Carmol,

Stained maple tongue-and-groove paneling

A Blend of fieldstone, slute and lmestone,

warms the walls around the §
foor of the bed. Lighting is recessed and
indirect. Custom Buit cabinets are built in,
anil the dimensions of the walk-in closet are a
generous 247 by 127 The private deck, facing

wesl for sunsets, features a sunken hot b,

Cuest comfort was also important,
wanted our guests to feel at home, so we made
s 1o the dowmstairs

sure they have direet

in addition o their own way 1o the outdoors”

Y,

ealing bar for the grandehildren and extensive space for food preporation make this room the hab of the house. Here, eight people have room

ter wwork withowl getting in each

states Bob. Located on the upper level of the
honne, the guest wing offers four guest moomes

with adjoming hathrooms,

Explains Carrol, *We wanted each of the

four guest rooms o be unique and also

sell-contained—olfering any convenienee
our guests might need.” All guest rooms
include a private enclave for relaxing,
piped-in steren aceess to the sound system
of the house, separate access o the
satellite receiver for television, indirect
lighting, walk-in closers, and king beds.

excepl one with twin beds for the kids.

Across the maple bridge suspended over

one end of the great room sits the library
wing of the upper level. The spacious
combination library and office holds
stunming views of the lake from twe
different  angles. Cherry  bookshelves
cover three walls, and built-in cabinets
contain all of Bob's office equipment,
Above both glass doors. which open onto
small baleonies, curved arches frame

circular windows,

The sizeabls it rooim offers spectacular
views through iis large windows and
versatility of living space. “lt's a place
where we can have cocktails with gue

or put our feet up,” confides Carrol. “We

wanted it w be homey, spacious, yet
comfortable.” Adjoi is the screened
porch foored in Talian tle. “In the
evenings, we open the doors for a
refreshing breeze from the lake.” says
Carrol. Fine custom cabinets of cherry, by
Rutt. form the wet bar and contain the

criainme; SV SLCIN.

“We had seen Rutt cabinetry in a
showroom,” explains Bob, “and knew
iately that it was exemplary

ship. At that moment. we

decided that we would have nothing
but Rutt for our home.”™ Susan Donlon

of Donlon & Merrell Designg worked
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Wirrme amd lively, the

COUITY \
dominates

vnes with the warm

ricnce enhanced |l'- | -_||I| 1E

g room provides entertainment omd comfort for all. The custom bar features cherry

wied @ soffit that follmes the curve of the bar itself.

down on the table With just the touch

contrel svsiem for interior a 1l exterion

lichiz enables us wo adjust all helwing o

Fourieen to sixteen suesis can  sit
omfortably at the custom dining table
Art surrounds the dinner guests, “All of
the art in the house is original. We
collecred  for over two vears " says
designer Hamilton, “We selected pieees 1o
harmonize with the owtdoors and the

stonework of this home

cabinetry, moldings, tray ceiling

witle prep island
Preg

cabinets designed by Susan Donlon beld

"|,!||||_ inces featnun

The dedivated theater pravides tiered seating for eight in comfortabie leather chuirs for viewing movies on the 1107 screen. Extensive measures

were taken in building this reom to hamdle the top-of-the-line sound system.

ahove the burners of the stove that fills

pots with water.,

“The breaklast room is for us—our
personal niche where we like 1o eat,” says
Bob. Sliding doors lead 1o the deck where

Bob keeps his barbeogue,

At the rear of the home on the lower level
there i an outdoor shower as well as a
loundry room by the door that comes in
from the lake. Says Carrol, “The kids can
_'LI_I.-UI ;quu jl'u"il' suits anid liJ'lr".l'lh -'H'il.i_'_'lll

in the |.:||1|u!|-:. without |JI"iI1HiI|.:=_' thern into

the house,” There is also an exercise
room. same room. bar, home theater and

SLOCHEE roEn.

Whoe can have cight srandkids and not
have a same room? “The lower level is
where we play,” smiles Bob. A game 1able
lor checkers or chess, a billiards table.
and cards are amusements in the game
F{HHITN, The formal |{IIII"4'I'iIF|1'iI walk-
behind cherry bar with granite wop
surfaces contains a :-I.:Illj.r-['u ] Ilurl]q‘
wine cooler, dishwasher, microwave,

fridge and cherry eabiner for glassware,

L fromt of the bar, the cherry soffit curves
to follow the radius of the bar. A recessed
ceiling with perimeter buili-in lighting
and micro-spots  complete the room,
When the kids are bored with board

sames, the home theater is adjacent.

In the dedicated theater room. movies and
shows play across the 1107 sereen from the
Runco digital projector. and s all
controlled  throngh the Creston control
Sy=Lemm. “The ;’I'utnﬂ-:il]*— lowe it.” Bob AAYS
proudly. “I can play high-definition

satellite TV, DYD, and VCR. Donlon

CAROLPA ARGIITECTURE & Disics 871



Bobs indulgence in the library—the kidney-shoped, maohogany, leather-top desk—took seven men (o lift. A place 1o work and read, the lilirry

houses office equipment, books and Bob's personal treasures. The eeiling peaks at the center of the room. Tico large windows frame lake viees.

designed the whole wall with cabinetry to
fit specificarions of the Start sereen.” All
mechanisms and working parts are behind
the cabinet wall. Tieved seating provides
viewing comfort for eight in leather chairs

with ottomans, The eighi-speaker soumd
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studded in two lavers of sheetrock and
covered with sound-absorbing fabrie, =We
ook exira I:-j'l;'q';_l.l,ll,illlj- to contral  the
acoustics,” states Danny Carpenter of

Morgan-RKeele Builders.

A European manor house with French
and lwalian  influences, Bob amd
Carrol’s home offers a unigque resori-
like feel. Robin Prince commented.
“It’s an open house bur with a eoey

feel—contemporary and warm. We

@ MAIM LEVEL PLAN

SCREEMED
PORCH
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wanted a casual yet formal look while
still maintaining the proporiion of a

(IUH AL ,'I(Hl.‘-l:'.

With almost 9.700 heated square feet,
creating  the relaxed elegance of the
house was no easv feat. “We were truly
blessed to work with the Blacks.” says
Malcolm Morgan, Morgan-Keefe Builders,
“They were available on-site to
communicate as each layer of the
project unfolded. This iz extremely
beneficial in a project such as this—a
nearly 13,000 square foot house [with
ll-ll['l'il!":‘". III,'I"llC:‘-. ill'lll _'_r.'!:l'.'lli!l'.'l 0l i ke

or less ane-acre site.”

“One of the challenges to building in an
arca like this 1= that vou don’t have the
conveniences of the large-city areas,”

explaing Prince. “Morgan Keefe, the

contractor. did a remarkable job. They

delivered the highest quality.”

“This was by far the best team we've
ever had.” asserts Bob. About a three-

year project averall. the house took 21

months to build and one year to design.

“I keep scaring Bob,” laughs Carrol.
“We had such a delightful experience
building this home that Pm ready 1o

do another!”

KEOWEE MANORHOUSE

LAk KEEoweEe, S5.C.

ARCHITECT
Neal-Prinee & Pariners
110 West North Street
CGreenville, SC 29605
SOHL-235-0405

CABINETRY
Danlon & Wererell Designs
1430 Sauth Mint Street
Charletle, NC 25203
TO4-334-0054

BUILDER
Morgan-Keefe Builders, lne.
440 South Church Sireet
Hendersoneille, N{© 25792
K25-0097-8562

INTERIOR DESIGN
Palfiam-Marris Interiors
2000 Devine Street
Columbia, SC 29205
NOZ-TO9-4744
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